Korean Voices

A Lecture-Recital on Development of Korean Art Songs
[image: ][image: ]










Kyoung Cho, soprano
Won Cho, Bass
Vlada Stojnić, Piano


Korean Art songs juxtapose traditional Korean musical elements within the structure of Western music, making them a unique, exemplary musical tradition. As a result, this body of work demonstrates a cultural and musical hybridity and makes a unique contribution to the field of ethno music, ethnomusicology, and vocal music. 

Acclaimed leading scholar and performer of Korean Art Song, Dr. Kyoung Cho and Dr. Won Cho will present a lecture-recital featuring Korean Art Songs and Folks Song of historic and artistic significance with an overview of Korean history, culture, and music.

This lecture-recital will include live performance of Korean Folk Songs and Art Songs with English translations of lyrics as well as photo, audio, and video examples:

1. Korea and its history

2. Traditional Korean Music
· Court Music
· Religious Music
· Folk Music

3. Introduction of Western Music to Korea
· Instrumental Music
· Vocal Music

4. Development of Vocal Music in Korea
· Chang-Ga
· Children’s Songs
· Religious Songs
· Folk Songs
· Art Songs

5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Korean Art Songs
· Songs with Musical Elements of Korean Traditional Music
· Songs based on Folk Songs
· Songs on Poems by Prominent Poets
· Modern

6. Conclusion with Q & A


Korean soprano Kyoung Cho has established a reputation in diverse regions of Asia, Europe, The Mid-East, and North America. After winning several national & international competitions and awards, Lyric soprano Kyoung Cho has performed numerous operas, oratorios, and concerts and some of the performances mentioned here led her to the stages of Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center in New York City, Kennedy Centre in Washington D. C. and other prestigious stages in Canada, Europe, Asia, The Mid-East, and her native Korea. Critics praised her performances as “Sublimely beautiful, transcendent, serene, dazzling, and heavenly” and “Refined tone color and dignified sound, which effectively expressed an appeal that penetrated the heart.” As a versatile artist, her areas of specialization include Korean Art Songs, opera, oratorio, and art songs of contemporary composers. Her CD recordings on Korean Art Songs, published by Centaur Records and Italian Opera Arias CD, published by the Italian SonArt Records Company have been critically acclaimed in the US, Korea, and Italy. Dr. Cho was featured in an interview to introduce Korean Art Songs by “Vocal Point” on classical music station WCNY-FM 91.3, New York NPR station and this interview aired in 2014. She received her B.M. degree in voice from Yonsei University, M.M. at the Manhattan School of Music, followed by post-graduate studies in opera performance at Yale University. Dr. Cho completed her DMA degree at the University of Memphis, where she was the recipient of the Hohenberg-Scheidt Opera Fellowship. She has been an Artist Faculty at Vianden International Music Festival & Nei Stëmmen International Vocal Institute in Luxembourg, State University of New York in Fredonia, Luther College in Iowa, and Yanbian University in China. She is currently an associate professor of voice at University of South Florida in Tampa, FL (USA)

Korean-Canadian Bass Won Cho is in demand in both concert and operatic repertoire worldwide thanks to his energetic voice and strong stage presence, appearing with many of the opera houses and orchestras of the U.S., Canada, Europe, Mid East, and Asia. Critics hailed Cho’s performances as “Expertly played whose deep tones vibrate the seats”, “One wished the score let him sing his overcoat aria twice”, “Won Cho steal(s) the show”, “Deep resonant mellifluous sound", "He sang with a grave, classic beauty", “A particularly dark, melodic yet rafter-ringing bass that is worth the price of admission all by itself”. His recent performances included Korean Art Song Recitals in Birmingham & Tampa, Recitals in Korea, China, Austria, & Hungary, Monterone in Rigoletto & Ghost in Hamlet with Opera Birmingham, Seneca in Monteverdi’s L'incoronazione di Poppea in Texas, Osmin in Die Entführung aus dem Serail at Southern Illinois Music Festival,  and Bonzo in Opera Tampa’s Madama Butterfly. He is also an accomplished voice teacher and opera director with over 30 operas and opera scene under his directing and producing credit. Dr. Cho studied at Manhattan School of Music, Boston University, and University of Memphis. His teaching credentials included Artist-Faculty at Vianden International Music Festival & Nei Stëmmen International Voice Institute in Luxembourg, Mahidol University in Thailand, and Yanbian University in China. He is currently an Assistant Professor of Voice at University of Alabama at Birmingham (USA)
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